PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

My Dear Members,

| wish to extend warm greetings to all
Aami Goenkar brothers and sisters for
the new year 2024. May the new year
bring success, prosperity, and moments
of happiness for all of us.

The Pran Pratishtha of Ram Lalla in
the grand temple symbolises fulfilment
of faith and devotion and restoration of
cultural and historical heritage. The
grand temple at Ayodhya the legendary
birthplace of Bhagwan Ram is expected
to promote harmony and peace among different communities,
as it represents the values of tolerance, justice, and
coexistence. Hon. Pradhan Mantri ji spoke

eloquently about role the confluence of

festivals, culture, art have played in the

economic growth and development
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of our beloved nation. Since centuries our communities have
been celebrating festivals together and this tradition of
collective observance has deepened the spirit of nationalism.

We all are very proud that our own motherland has
harmonious blend of different cultures. The mission
statement of Aami Goenkar speaks about Goan culture. In
pursuance of this, we have decided to bring out a book which
will cover important festivals by all communities of Goa. | will
present an outline of this book in the next issue of our
newsletter and seek your help in making it a big success.

At the Managing Committee meetings, we do a life review of
Aami Goenkar and through this newsletter | present a report
card of our achievements, areas of improvement and invite your
suggestions to reposition our institution in changing times.

We have started a unique exercise of reaching out to Goans
with an intention to enlarge our data base. We will appreciate
if you approach your friends, relatives, particularly younger
generation of Goans, speak to them about our institution and
request them tofillin the enclosed basic information form.

| had an opportunity to speak at three forums on subjects of
topical interests recently. | represented Aami Goenkar and
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delighted to say that our sanstha is remembered fondly,
and the discerning audience was eager to know about our
programs and complimented us for good work being done
and assured complete support for our upcoming
initiatives.

Invitation by Hon Governor of Maharashtra to Aami
Goenkar to showcase Goa Foundation Day was the
testimony of our remaining steadfast on our motto of
being “for Goans, of Goans, by Goans”. We followed this
grand event by celebrating Teacher's Day and later Goa
Liberation Day which was very well attended and
appreciated. We express our gratitude to our members,
patrons, well-wishers for attending Foundation Day
function and for offering their suggestions, ideas for
revival of our institution. We wish to reassure you that
these will be implemented in a phased manner.

Recently, Managing Committee discussed in detail steps
for revival of various initiatives despite various
challenges including financial constraints and man-
power issues. Our members and well-wishers have
assured me support and have assured to play a pro-
active role in our celebrations like Goa Liberation Day,
Teachers Day and other upcoming programs going
forward.

As mentioned in earlier newsletter, we have short-listed
five goals as our focus areas:

1. Mobilisation of financial resources to achieve
sustainability through membership drive and
outreach programs of Goans in India and overseas.

2. Creating a second line of leadership by involving
generation next in our initiatives and programs.

3. Build on success of Goa Festival and nurture and
support entrepreneurs

4. Re-focus on our core objectives - Education, culture,
health through partnerships with like-minded
institutions

5. Publications on Goa and its culture beginning with a
book on - “Festivals of Goa”

| wish to reemphasise that two major challenges facing
our institution are raising financial resources and team of
next generation to carry the torch of mission and take the
institution to next level. | am confident that good work
does not get hampered for lack of funds so long as we
remain focussed on our vision and build by a balanced
team of good people.

| thank you, once again, for your continued support and
look forward to an excellent and exciting period ahead. |
extend my heartfelt wishes to you and your families and
request for your continued participation in the initiatives
of our institution.

CA Mohan Sanzgiri

President January 30, 2024
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Dear Fellow Goans,

Together, we are stronger. Together, we can create a legacy
of prosperity and unity for future generations of Goans.

Join Aami Goenkar today, and be a part of this transformative
journey. Joining Aami Goenkar is a simple process, but it's a
step towards making a significant impact. Visit our website
www.aamigoenkar.org, where you'll find more information on
how to become a member. You can also reach out to us
directly at 98206 23089 for any queries or assistance.

AN APPEAL

To those who have yet to join, we extend a warm invitation.
Let's unite under the banner of Aami Goenkar to ensure
our beloved Goa not only thrives but sets a benchmark

for community-led development and cultural preservation.
Your membership, your voice, and your actions can make

a difference.




GOA LIBERATION DAY - 19TH DECEMBER 2028

Goa Liberation Day was celebrated with joy and enthusiasm on 19th December, 2023 at a well-
attended function at Gomantak Hall, Vile Parle.

The key note speaker was Advocate S. N. Desai (Bal) who recounted the ethos behind freedom
struggle and sacrifices made by many to give our motherland its independence in 1961 from
foreign rule. He added that Goa liberation movement was fought to end Portuguese colonial rule
in Goa. The movement was built on the small scale revolts and uprisings of the 19th century, and
grew powerful during the period 1940-1961. The movement was conducted both inside and
outside Goa, and was characterised by a range of tactics including nonviolent demonstrations,
revolutionary methods and diplomatic efforts. However, Portuguese control of its Indian colonies
ended only when India invaded and annexed Goa in 1961, gaining worldwide acclaim.

Smt Alka Kerkar anchored the event which included musical performances by seniors including
members of Aami Goenkar.

Glimpses

of the event

n 2023, we revived tradition of celebrating FOUNDATION DAY

of our beloved Sanstha. The objective was to remember our
founders, patrons, donors, advisors, supporters, well-
wishers and express our gratitude for their yogdaan, for
giving us this platform to connect Goan's spread across.

On October 28, 2023, we gathered at Khar Gymkhana to share
joy and happiness. Members shared their views, ideas and
advise for charting future course of action to make our

Aami Goenkal' Foundation Day Sanstha financially viable, to march forward on the path

shown by our esteemed founders.




Sawardekar siblings' Yash and Tulika of
Goan Artisanal Feni brand secure
an investment from Deepinder Goyal at
Shark Tank, India

In a recent episode of Shark Tank India Season 3, viewers
were introduced to a variety of ambitious brands, among
them an artisanal Feni brand that caught the attention of
the sharks. Founded by siblings Yash and Tulika
Sawarderkar, the brand is a newcomer to the market,
having launched just six months ago. The duo shared their
family's authentic recipe for Feni, aiming to secure an
investment to help their brand achieve legacy status and
international recognition.

The Sawarderkars sought Rs 1 crore for a 5% equity stake,
valuing their company at Rs 20 crore. Their story began with
Yash's desire to introduce distinctly Indian alcohol to the
global market, inspired by a colleague's curiosity about
Indian-based alcohol. This led to the revival of their
ancestral Feni recipe.

The pitch sparked interest among the sharks, particularly
Deepinder Goyal, who saw potential in the brand's ambition
to position Feni alongside internationally recognized spirits.

Despite concerns about the brand's current market position
and low gross margins compared to other alcohol brands,
Goyal recognized the opportunity for growth and brand
establishment.

Anupam Mittal expressed admiration for the brand's
packaging and vision but hesitated to invest due to doubts
about the business's profitability. However, he offered to
provide guidance to the founders.In a tense negotiation, Goyal
initially offered Rs 1 crore for 10% equity, followed by a
second offer of Rs 2 crore for 15% equity.

After a counteroffer from Yash, Goyal

made a final offer of

Rs 2 crore, which was

accepted, marking

his first investment in

the artisanal

Feni brand.

GOAN PROMOTED AS

LIEUTENANT GENERAL

IN A SIGNIFICANT HONOUR FOR A GOAN IN THE
ARMED FORCES, LT GENERAL SUMER IVAN D'CUNHA
WAS PROMOTED AS LIEUTENANT GENERAL.

With his promotion to Lieutenant General, D'Cunha has
now been appointed as the Director General Army Air
Defence at the Army HQ in New Delhi. Incidentally, D'Cunha has
been elevated from Brigadier to Major General to Lt General in
just 13 months.

Lieutenant General D'Cunha is an alumnus of Indian Military
Academy, Dehradun and was commissioned into the Corps of
Army Air Defence in December 1988. He hails from Curtorim,
and is the son of the late Major General Ivan D'Cunha and
Gemma Pinto, a writer, a teacher and a personality
development trainer. He is an engineer, a graduate of the
Technical Staff Officers Course from Institute of Armament
Technology. He attended Higher Command Course at the Army
War College, Mhow and National Defence College, New Delhi.

During his illustrious service, Lt Gen D'Cunha has held varied
institutional and staff appointments include command of a
Missile Regiment an Air Defence Brigade in the Western Sector

Lt General Sumer Ivan D'Cunha with wife, Farah.

and General Officer Commanding, Madhya Pradesh Sub Area,
His prominent staff assignments include Assistant Quarter
Master General in Jammu and Kashmir, and Deputy General
Officer Commanding in Assam.

Lt Gen D'Cunha has twice received prestigious Commendation
Cards in his career, and has been posted abroad, as India's
Military & Air Attache with the Indian Embassy in Iran. He has
continued with his academic pursuits, having done his MSc in
Radars and Metallurgy, M.Phil in Defence and Strategic
Studies, and his PhD in Management.

Summer is married to Farah, the daughter of Major General
Eustace Fernandez who died a martyr in Kashmir, days before
he could assume his promotion as Lieutenant General, and
Melanie Noronha, a teacher and a entrepreneur. In a
significant honour for a Goan in the armed forces, Lt General
Sumer Ivan D'Cunha was promoted as Lieutenant General.
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57“%7{;“‘ * - Goan to bag Padma Shri & Maharashtra Bhushan this year.

Mumbai-based educationist
and a noted radiologist
DR ZAHIR KAZI traces his
roots to Ponda Goa where he
was born and raised. On the
eve of the Republic Day the
Govt. of India announced his
name for the fourth-highest
civilian award, the PADMA
SHREE, in the Literature and
Education category. For Kazi,
the award may have been
unexpected, but the timing of
its announcement was perfect for two reasons: it was the
eve of his birthday and also marked 150 years of Anjuman-
|-Islam, which runs around 97 schools, colleges, hostels,
orphanages, and other educational organisations across
Maharashtra, catering to over one lakh students, the
majority of them Muslims.

DR ZAHIR KAZ|

“He laughs when he says that his children think he is
obsessed with Goa. “l am in Mumbai, but my soul resides in Goa,”
he states. The family received the title of ‘Kazi' from Adil
Shahduring his reignin Goa, entrusting them with the role
of intermediaries in settling disputes among the people.”

The institution stands as an inclusive space for people of
all castes, communities, and religions. With a strong
commitment to education, it has 10,000 students and 3,500
teachers, besides overseeing orphanages and homes for
the destitute and catering to the underprivileged.

“We have plans to take our campuses beyond
Maharashtra, and | think the first campus will be in Goa,”
says Kazi.

SHRI SANJAY ANANT PATIL,
from Ponda, has been named as

a recipient of the PADMA SHREE
award this year recognising his
contributions to natural farming
and his work in zero-energy micro |
rrigation system

Having practiced and promoted natural farming in Goa for
the past 35 years has finally borne fruit through this
honour. Patil, often referred to as the ‘one-man-army’,
transformed a once-barren 10-acre plot into a flourishing
Kulaghar with technical guidance from scientists at ICAR-
CCARI, Goa.

"My only wish for Goa is for natural farming to be adopted
on a large-scale by farmers. Sustainable practices such
as these will benefit the land and the agriculturists of Goa"
he mentioned.

His innovative approach earned him the AIRI-Innovative
Farmer Award in 2023.

SHRI SANJAY PATIL

Veteran actor SHRI ASHOK SARAF is set to receive prestigious
MAHARASHTRA BHUSHAN AWARD 2023. It is the highest award given by
state government. Shri Ashok Saraf is known for his iconic roles in
marathi films, television shows and has also acted in several Hindi
films. Over years, he has been decorated with several awards and
honours. We at Aami Goenkar, congratulate the versatile actor and
wish him good health, happiness in life ahead.
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Remembering Ramkrishna bab

Ramkrishna bab had a special place for Aami
Goenkar in corner of his heart and wanted it to succeed
in its mission.. His association with us was from
conceptual stage, he played a formidable role in the
formative phase and continued to be our guide and well
wisher all through past two decades. On February 10,
2024, a prayer meeting was held to remember him and
his significant contribution to society in general and
especially in institution building process of Aami
Goenkar. Hon President CA Mohan Sanzgiri paid his
respects to the visionary and quoted few pearls of
wisdom from him in poetic notes, which will continue to
inspire us in coming decades. We will always feel his
warmth and his blessings will encourage us to put in
our best to the cause of our beloved motherland - Goa.

Published by: CA Mohan Sanzgiri for Aami Goenkar. Designed and Printed by: Paper&Pixels, Thane.
We do not take any responsibility for the contents & opinion expressed in the articles herein.
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